Boy’s chance meeting with father of hero

I was born in 1936 in Waco. During the
“war years,” my family lived in Texarkana
while my father served as a captain in the
U.S. Army at Red River Ordinance Depot. .

After the war we returned to liveina~
cabin on the old Lake Waco, a “life in the

country.” ‘
Lake Waco, a constant-
level 1ake built in 1930, N
was relatively small and P T
shallow. A cotton field was | 4 i
visible across the way. : ’-2:*
One day as I stood near g
the lake, I was fascinated »
by the scene of a large : o
black man driving a team WILTQN -
of two mules plowing that - LANNING JR.
field.
As he came close to C(?r?tili[)dugrs

where I stood, he called
down, “You want a ride?”

This big black man reached down and set
the sandy-haired white boy on the bench be-
side him. He said, “Gee haw,” and the mules
moved forward.

Not much was said. After a couple of
rounds in the 10-acre field I thanked the big
man who had told me he was Connery (Con-
nie) Miller. :

I told my folks about my adventure and
my dad suggested we drive over to the Mill-
ers’ house in his 1936 Ford.

It was across the highway, up on a hill.
My dad said, “I want you to

disregard for his own personal safety.”

His picture was placed on recruiting post-
ers across the country. He was sent on a
tour to help sell war bonds as well. Later,

while on duty on the USS Lis-

meet Mr. Miller’s wife, Henri- | 1 Lo come Bay, the ship was torpe-

etta.”

framed white house with a
porch across the front.

When we arrived they came
out on the porch. While we
were visiting I noticed a small
flag with a gold star hanging in

doed by a Japanese sub. The

They lived‘in a small, wood- Wa C 0 carrier escort vessel sank in 20
®
History

B PROJECT | Lake Waco I see a source of
Wacohistoryproject.org abundant water for this city

minutes, and he and 645 other
sailors perished.
Today, as I look out across

not only for today but for many

the window. Excerpted from years to come. A new and
I don’t remember exactly the “First Person” much larger Lake Waco was
what was said, but I vividly collection on completed in 1964 and it, too,
recall the expressions of pride wacohistoryproject.ord. | has been raised an additional
in the Millers’ faces — pride in See other personal 7 feet.
their son, Doris. narratives about Waco But beneath the waters is the
I will never forget that day. history on the site. place in the country where my

Their son, Doris Miller, was

a true hero. He was one of the first men
recognized from that “day that will live in
infamy,” Dec. 7, 1941, when the Japanese at-
tacked Pearl Harbor.

Doris received the Navy Cross from fleet
Adm. Chester Nimitz “for distinguished de-
votion to duty, extraordinary courage and a

It is also the place where Connery and Hen-
rietta Miller lived as well.
The place is gone. But memories of them

and their son live on in my heart.

Wilton Lanning Jr. was the long-time CEO of
Padgitt’s and founding director of the Dr Pep-
per Museum and Free Enterprise iInstitute,

family lived so many years ago.
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